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f
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 c
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d
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h
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o
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 d
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b
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 p
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p
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rd
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ra
ff
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 c
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 d
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 b
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 b
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ra
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 b
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 c
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G
raffiti co

sts A
m

erican

co
m

m
u

n
ities m

o
re th

an
 $8

b
illio

n
 p

er year. It h
u

rts p
ro

p
erty

valu
es, d

rives aw
ay b

u
sin

ess, an
d

 sen
d

s

th
e m

essag
e th

at n
o

b
o

d
y cares ab

o
u

t

th
e co

m
m

u
n

ity. G
raffiti is everyb

o
d

y’s

p
ro

b
lem

. H
ere’s w

h
at yo

u
 can

 d
o

 to
 h

elp
.

Report It
◗

R
ep

o
rt g

raffiti im
m

ed
iately. Th

e so
o

n
er it is

rep
o

rted
, th

e so
o

n
er it can

 b
e rem

o
ved

.

◗
If yo

u
 see g

raffiti in
 p

ro
g

ress, rep
o

rt it—
d

o
n

’t
try to

 in
terven

e. So
m

e p
laces h

ave g
raffiti

h
o

tlin
es o

r tip
lin

es, w
h

ich
 u

su
ally o

ffer
an

o
n

ym
ity to

 p
eo

p
le rep

o
rtin

g
 crim

es.

◗
En

co
u

rag
e everyo

n
e in

 th
e co

m
m

u
n

ity to
rep

o
rt g

raffiti as so
o

n
 as it h

ap
p

en
s. 

◗
C

o
n

tact th
e p

ro
p

erty o
w

n
er w

h
o

se b
u

ild
in

g
 h

as
b

een
 van

d
alized

 b
y g

raffiti. Stress th
e

im
p

o
rtan

ce o
f q

u
ick clean

u
p

. Fo
rm

 a
n

eig
h

b
o

rh
o

o
d

 g
ro

u
p

 to
 h

elp
 p

ro
p

erty o
w

n
ers

clean
 u

p
 g

raffiti q
u

ickly.

◗
Take a p

h
o

to
 o

f th
e g

raffiti. It m
ay p

ro
vid

e
in

fo
rm

atio
n

 th
at w

ill lead
 to

 id
en

tificatio
n

 o
f

th
e van

d
al.
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em
o

vin
g

 g
raffiti p

ro
m

p
tly (w

ith
in

 th
e first 24

h
o

u
rs if p

o
ssib

le) is th
e b

est w
ay to

 p
reven

t it.
Pro

m
p

t, p
ersisten

t rem
o

val u
su

ally resu
lts in

 a
n

early zero
 rate o

f recu
rren

ce. B
efo

re an
y

g
raffiti rem

o
val b

eg
in

s, h
o

w
ever, fin

d
 o

u
t

w
h

eth
er th

e p
o

lice w
an

t to
 p

h
o

to
g

rap
h

 it as
evid

en
ce.
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t a m
u

ral o
ver th
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raffiti if th
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itab
le. In

vo
lve th

e co
m

m
u

n
ity in

 p
ain

tin
g

 a
m

u
ral to

 celeb
rate th

e h
isto

ry o
f th

e
co

m
m

u
n

ity o
r its d

iversity. (A
sk lo

cal p
ain

t
co

m
p

an
ies to

 d
o

n
ate th

e su
p

p
lies.) V

an
d

als
seld

o
m

 p
u

t g
raffiti o

n
 m

u
rals.

◗
W

h
en

 p
ain

tin
g

 o
ver g
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m

e o
f th

e
p

ain
t fo

r to
u

ch
u

p
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 th
e even

t o
f fu

tu
re

van
d

alism
.
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m
e m

u
n
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al g

o
vern

m
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ave g

u
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elin
es

fo
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o
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g
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h

eck w
ith
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u
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cal

g
o

vern
m

en
t.
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o
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e Y

ello
w

 Pag
es (u

n
d

er “G
raffiti

R
em

o
val”) o

r o
n

 th
e W

eb
 fo

r co
m

p
an

ies th
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ecialize in

 clean
in

g
 u

p
 g

raffiti.

◗
C

h
eck yo

u
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cal law
s. In

 so
m

e ju
risd

ictio
n

s,
p

ro
p

erty o
w

n
ers are g

iven
 a certain

 tim
e

p
erio

d
 in

 w
h

ich
 th

ey m
u

st rem
o

ve g
raffiti, after

w
h

ich
 a vio

latio
n

 can
 b

e issu
ed

.
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◗

R
ap

id
 rem

o
val is o

n
e o

f th
e b

est w
ays to

p
reven

t fu
tu

re g
raffiti. R

em
o

vin
g

 g
raffiti tells

th
e van

d
als th

at p
eo

p
le care ab

o
u

t th
e

co
m

m
u

n
ity an

d
 th

at th
eir w

o
rk h

as little
ch

an
ce o

f b
ein

g
 seen

.

◗
Plain

 sm
o

o
th

 su
rfaces in

vite g
raffiti. Fo

r w
alls,

ch
o

o
se p

attern
ed

 an
d

 ro
u

g
h

 co
n

crete su
rfaces

o
r tiled

 o
r m

o
saic su

rfaces; fo
r fen

ces, u
se

ch
ain

, lattice, o
r w

o
o

d
en

 p
icket fen

ces. 
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C

h
o

o
se p

ain
ts an

d
 co

atin
g

s to
 d

eter g
raffiti.

D
ark co

lo
rs m

ake g
raffiti h

ard
er to

 see. A
n

ti-
g

raffiti co
atin

g
s are availab

le as w
ell. A

sacrificial co
atin

g
 is o

n
e th

at can
 b

e easily
rem

o
ved

 if g
raffiti artists strike. A

 p
ro

tective
co

atin
g

 can
 b

e easily clean
ed

. 

◗
Plan

t trees, sh
ru

b
s, o

r clim
b

in
g

 vin
es to

 restrict
access to

 tem
p

tin
g

 w
alls. Plan

ts w
ith

 th
o

rn
s o

r
stro

n
g

 scen
ts are g

o
o

d
 d

eterren
ts.
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o
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 d

eter van
d

als fro
m

p
o

p
u

lar g
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En
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u
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o
p
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, w
ell m
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tain

ed
, an

d
g

raffiti free.

◗
En
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u
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cal m
erch

an
ts w

h
o

 sell p
ain

t an
d

p
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tin
g
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p

p
lies to

 b
eco

m
e resp

o
n

sib
le

retailers. R
esp

o
n

sib
le retailers o

b
serve existin

g
law

s ag
ain

st sellin
g

 sp
ray p

ain
t an

d
 b

ro
ad

-




